2011 Shepherds’ Trust Pulpit Address

Good [morning / afternoon], and thank you for this opportunity.
The Shepherds’ Trust is about caring for those who always cared for us – our retired priests.  They were with us to celebrate our marriage and blessed the exchanging of our vows. They baptized our children and welcomed them into the faith.  They were by our side to console and provide strength, during periods of uncertainty and great sadness. 
For these reasons, each year, parishioners from across the Archdiocese give to the Shepherds’ Trust.  They all have a personal story, a meaningful experience to share, as I’m sure you have as well.  This year, our posters share two of these personal stories.
The first is of Maria Silva-Alto, a parishioner of St. Mary’s in Brampton.  She contributes because of Father Vid Vlasic, who was her chaplain in high school.  She reconnected with him years later when she had a family of her own, and he also inspired Maria’s own children to embrace their faith.
The second shows Betty Klauke, a parishioner of Our Lady of Grace in Aurora. She contributes because of Father Don MacLean, who offered comfort and support for her sick mother. He was there for her family at her mother’s passing and also at baptisms, and in Betty’s words, was a marvel to the family.
These are stories from real parishioners, who for their own personal reasons donate to the Shepherds’ Trust.  After mass today, I encourage you to go and read the stories for yourself, and read the newsletter for more information on the various ways you might make a gift to the Shepherds’ Trust.
In closing, I hope you will take a moment to reflect on the retired priests who have strengthened your faith in Christ Jesus.  If we open up our hearts and share, we can go a long way in providing for many retired priests like Father Vlasic and Father MacLean, through the Shepherds’ Trust.
Thank you and God Bless.
