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Father Basil Sullivan has seen many changes 
in his 70 years of Priesthood 

by Barbara Klich 

At 97, Father Basil Sullivan is the oldest priest in the Archdiocese of Toronto and although he no longer celebrates 
Mass at the Altar because of severe arthritis, he concelebrates every day from his pew in the chapel at La Salle 
Manor. 

He was recently feted at his 70th anniversary celebration at a luncheon with Cardinal Ambrozic at Blessed Trinity 
Church and at Mass at St. Augustine’s Seminary. He mentioned that he relishes Alumnae Days at St. Augustine’s 
when he gets together with the "old boys" of the Seminary for 25th and 50th anniversaries. "These are milestones and 
important times for us," he said. 

Father Sullivan was born in the parish of Our Lady of Lourdes in downtown Toronto and was one of four children. He 
is the only member remaining in the family that had included one brother who was a physician, a brother who was a 
carpenter, and a sister who was a teacher. 

He said that he always wanted to be a priest and he came from a good Catholic home. In his younger days, he noted there were always a 
lot of priests "floating around." "I don’t know quite what happened, but we don’t see those vocations today and it is a worry," he said. Father 
Sullivan called it a challenge today to find young men interested in the vocation of priesthood and its many rewards. He suggested that 
perhaps in a society with too much money, ideals change. 

He remarked that during his 70 years in the priesthood the changes that came from the Vatican in 1965 had the greatest impact. "These 
were drastic changes at that time, and although some people criticized the Church, I think the changes were necessary or they would not 
have gone through, " he said. 

Following his ordination in 1930, Father Sullivan ministered in four different parishes as pastor and when he retired at age 65, he took on the 
position of Chaplain at Holy Cross Cemetery in Thornhill for another 20 years. 

Father Ian Riswick of Blessed Sacrament Church, Toronto, was an altar boy when Father Sullivan was at Our Lady Queen of the World in 
Richmond Hill. As a longtime friend, he said that it is quite remarkable that Father Sullivan spent the first 20 years of his retirement working! 

Suffering with arthritis since the age of 50, Father Sullivan now uses a walker and a cane to get around. Despite his physical problems, he 
has a positive outlook and he said in an interview that he is thankful that he is still able to manage. 

He cited the Shepherds’ Trust for making his life a little easier. "They have always been there when I needed them," he said, adding that this 
makes a great difference in his life. 

At the end of the interview, the oldest priest in the Archdiocese didn’t say goodbye, but rather God Bless You. 

Message from Cardinal Ambrozic 

Dear Friends,  

During this Jubilee year we have had many occasions to celebrate the varieties of ways that the face of Christ is made 
visible in our world today. We think of our own Archdiocesan events - most notably the Jubilee Mass at the Air Canada 
Centre in June, and the marvellous gathering for lay movements and associations held earlier that month at Marylake 
Monastery in King City. We think of larger events hosted by Pope John Paul II in Rome, like the enormously 
successful World Youth Days held in August. These events give us opportunity to thank God for the vitality and 
diversity of the Catholic community in this Archdiocese and around the world. 

It is, however, at the parish level that the face of Christ is made visible each day; and it is the ministry of our priests, in 
collaboration with lay associates and parishioners, which assures the health and vitality of the local Church. In this 
Jubilee year we must not forget the special ministry of leadership entrusted to our priests, and the responsibility we 

have in supporting our retired and disabled priests who have served us so well over the years. 

At present, seventy-three retired and disabled priests are being supported by The Shepherds’ Trust. On their behalf, and on behalf of all of 
our priests, I wish to express my deepest thanks to you for your generosity over the last four years through the November parish collection.
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While the financial situation of the Trust continues to improve, we still have a long way to go before we reach a fund level that will provide 
not only for our retired and disabled priests, but also for the 290 diocesan priests currently serving in our Archdiocese. As a result, I ask your 
continued generosity in this year’s parish collection on the weekend of November 18-19, and through your remembrance of The Shepherds’ 
Trust in your will. 

Once again I thank you for your generosity in "Caring for those who have always cared for us". 

Yours in Christ, 

Aloysius Cardinal Ambrozic 
Archbishop of Toronto  

Love of study has kept 
Monsignor Joseph O'Neill Active 

by Barbara Klich 

Monsignor Joseph O’Neill, known to his many friends as "Father Joe" or "Pastor Joe" is a popular figure in the Orillia area 
where he has been active for the past 30 years. Now living at the Atrium, a retirement residence, Father Joe jokes that he 
was made a Monsignor probably due to his longevity. But for those who know him it is quite obvious that he has 
contributed a great deal in his years in the priesthood and certainly has earned this distinction. 

Father Joe’s history is fascinating - in 1999, he celebrated his 60th year in the priesthood and he said that when he was 
ordained by Cardinal McGuigan, a special dispensation was required because he was so young. Now in his 86th year, he 
said that he has enjoyed a wonderfully fulfilling life as a priest. 

Born in Hamilton, Father Joe was the eldest in a family of four. He said that his parents always welcomed priests into their 
home and they were known for their hospitality. His father was active in the Holy Name Society and his mother was a 
dedicated homemaker. The family moved to the United States for a short period of time but returned during the Great Depression and Joe 
attended St. Michael’s College and then entered St. Augustine’s Seminary in 1933. He has served in parishes in Toronto, Wildfield and 
Brechin, and was Pastor in Beaverton. As Pastor at Guardian Angels Parish, Orillia, he became well known to both Catholic families and to 
people of other faiths in the area. And, he says that those friendships are part of his push for ecumenical awareness. 

"I feel that a strong ecumenical movement is necessary and it is important for Catholics to follow the ideals of Pope John Paul II, a strong 
advocate of religious dialogue," he said adding that having studied other religions and faiths one can see that much good can come from 
this sharing. 

Father Joe has written for the Catholic Register and has worked as the coordinator for a local newspaper column, "The Pastor’s Pen". He 
said that in today’s world it is important to listen to other people so that the fruits of the Spirit may be shared. He emphasized that this should 
be done not through confrontation, but rather through kindness, patience, self control and a reaching out to others. 

His love of study has kept him active and alert mentally and in 1981 he earned a Master of Theology degree from the Toronto School of 
Theology and later obtained his Master’s degree in History from the University of Toronto. 

Asked about the highlights in his life as a priest, he said that celebrating his first Mass in Picton, Ontario, his mother’s home town was very 
special. 

He laments the fact that due to his failing health and arthritis he cannot celebrate Mass in public and he said that he misses the contact with 
people at such a special time. "Just the look in their eyes when you say the Lord be with you, is very special, " he said. 

He is conscious of the importance of a priest giving example and he said that he often finds his health problems difficult and he feels he is a 
"poor sufferer." "I pray that God will give me the grace to set an example in this area," he said. 

Father Joe said that he is grateful for the assistance that is given to senior priests in need by the Shepherds’ Trust. 

As far as lessons in life, Father Joe mentioned that forgiveness is important, although this is often difficult. "People may forgive but the 
wound can still be present and it takes a lot to move on, so you must forgive in the name of Jesus," he advised. 

"As I get older I see more clearly that there is a time to be silent and a time to speak, and a time to know that Christians must love one 
another and not block the work of the Holy Spirit."

Desire for Priesthood "as natural as breathing" 
for Father Frank Corless 

by Barbara Klich 

"It was a big mystery that hit me at a tender age." Father Frank Corless was talking about his becoming a priest and 
the fact that his desire for the priesthood was as natural as breathing. He said that in his teen years he had some 
doubts but the force remained strong and he entered St. Augustine’s Seminary in 1943 and recently celebrated his 
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golden jubilee. 

Father Corless, an only child, was born and raised in St. Catharines, Ontario, by parents who were people of deep faith. Following his 
ordination, he was a curate at several churches in the Toronto area. He was pastor at St. Mary’s, Victoria Harbour with the mission of St. 
Louis, Mount St. Louis. He spent 11 years at Nativity of Our Lord in Etobicoke and it was at that church that his 50th anniversary celebration 
was held. At one point in his priesthood, he took a sabbatical and spent three months at Notre Dame University and 15 months at Chicago’s 
Loyola Institute involved with spiritual leadership. From 1995 to 1999 he was the Spiritual Director of Serra House. Today, he says he is 
firmly ensconced at St. Luke’s, Thornhill, where he resides in the rectory and assists when needed at Mass. 

Asked if there was anything in his career that particularly moved him, he replied that the "acme of everything" occurred in 1968 when he 
attended a Jean Vanier Retreat at Mary Lake. "I was so touched by the work of Jean Vanier at Daybreak that I now celebrate Mass there on 
a weekly basis," he said. 

Father Corless noted that he has seen how life can be lived and is inspired by the importance and the respect of the individual and the 
understanding that everyone is a child of God in that community. He referred to Jean Vanier as a "great example of witness and what it 
means to be a Christian." 

Now at age 75, Father Corless laughed that his ambition is to stay alive, but quickly added that this is a time in his life to be contemplative. 
"We have seen society that is now beyond paper, in overload, and we need time to be still," he said. He related the Gospel passage that 
sees Jesus ready to feed 5000 and his words to the crowd that it is necessary to sit. "Think about that and you see how important it is for us 
to let go of some of our busyness," he said. 

Father Corless said that he is deeply grateful for the Shepherds’ Trust that allows him to pay his rent and live comfortably. "It is a time to be 
able to sit down and I don’t mean that facetiously, but to sit and think about life and the important messages that should be coming through." 
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