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"The Harder You Work, the 
Harder it is to Surrender" 
- Vince Lombardi, Head Coach of the Green Bay Packers 

by Mary Ellen Hannah 

Although not a football coach, that quote by Vince Lombardi is an apt description of Father Charles Faleiro's view of 
retirement! Seventy-eight years young, the word retirement is not in his vocabulary, even though he speaks several 
different languages including Arabic. 

Born in 1925 in Goa India, and baptized Carlos Francisco, he is one of six children born to Lazaro Faleiro and 
Teodolinda Collaco. While his childhood might be described as typical, playing soccer and volleyball, his decision to 
join the priesthood was anything but! Having decided on his own, at a very young age, to become a priest, and 
supported by his loving parents, his Uncle Vincente and Fr. Nicolau Noronha, young Carlos Faleiro joined the 
seminary at the tender age of eleven!  

He was ordained to the priesthood on January 6th, 1954. Our Lord called on young Fr. Charles to leave his family and serve as a missionary 
in Karachi, Pakistan and in July 1954, Fr. Charles did so. He served in Karachi for eighteen years, first in St. Anthony's and subsequently in 
the parishes of St. Lawrence and St. Patrick.  

When posted to St. Lawrence's parish he quickly learned that in order to serve the Urdu speaking community he had better learn Arabic! He 
accepted the challenge willingly, studied hard and learned to read, write, and preach in that language.  

During his early years as a priest, Fr. Charles developed an affinity for several ministries, all of which he holds in the highest regard today, 
the Apostleship of Prayer movement, The Legion of Mary, St. Vincent de Paul and the Altar Servers Society.  

The Altar Servers Society is a ministry, which Fr. Charles believes is often overlooked. It is here that young souls may hear the first faint call 
to the priesthood. While in Pakistan, Fr. Charles held a weekly meeting with the Altar Servers, followed by a two-hour soccer game. Every 
year in August he held an investiture ceremony, complete with cassocks and crucifixes, for all new altar servers. When Fr. Charles left 
Karachi, he left behind ten budding priests, including Frs. Martin Pereira, and Diego Ferro who now serve in the Toronto Archdiocese. 

In July 1972, God called Fr. Faleiro half a world away from family and friends, to serve His people in the Toronto Archdiocese. He has 
faithfully served as Pastor or Associate Pastor in a number of different parishes including St. Mary's in Toronto, St. Patrick's in Mississauga, 
as First Rector to the Most Reverend Bishop Pearce Lacey, St. Joseph's in Streetsville, Guardian Angels in Orillia, St. Patrick's and Our 
Lady of Lourdes mission in Phelpston, Our Lady of Victory Church in Elmvale and Immaculate Conception Parish in Port Perry. 

Don't be fooled by Fr. Faleiro's quiet manner. When there is work to be done, he is the man you can count on to get it done. When he 
couldn't get permission to buy paper to produce an English bulletin to supplement the Portuguese bulletin that was standard fare in a 
Toronto parish, he not only found someone to donate the paper, he personally produced and printed a weekly English bulletin! Although 
born and raised in an extremely warm climate, Fr. Charles did not give it a second thought when God called him to serve in the rugged and 
beautiful but incredibly cold reaches of Labrador, Newfoundland! As Pastor, he celebrated Mass in English, French and for the first time ever 
in Labrador, Portuguese! Fr. Charles enjoyed the challenges in Labrador and says while the weather was extremely cold, the generous 
hearts of the people kept him plenty warm.  

One of Fr. Faleiro's proudest moments was when he and several other priests met Pope John Paul II on his first visit to Toronto. While he 
and some other priests of the Archdiocese, had an opportunity to meet the Pope, it was Fr. Faleiro who caught the Holy Father's eye. His 
Holiness spent about three to four minutes speaking with Fr. Charles.  

While serving in Beaverton, Fr. Charles put St. Anthony in his place, literally! At the mission served by the parish, there was a statue of St. 
Anthony of Padua on the altar, where according to Fr. Charles, there should have been a statue of St. Anthony the Abbott, from Egypt. That 
would never do! Fr. Charles set to work, studying, researching and verifying information and on May 30th, 1999, at a Pontifical High Mass, 
Cardinal Ambrozic blessed a beautiful painting of St. Anthony the Abbott, a gift from the artist, Kathleen Hroncich and her husband, Tony.  

Fr. Charles will celebrate the Golden Jubilee of his priesthood on January 6th, 2004. He looks back over the years of his priesthood as the 
best years of his life.  

Blessed with the support of a loving family, a lifetime of good health and grateful for the security that the Shepherds' Trust affords him, he 
wants to continue to work to serve all of God's people for many more years. He will go wherever God calls him. He says simply, "I am a 
happy priest." 

Home About Priests News & Events Donations Contact Us 

Page 1 of 5Newsletter - 2003

02/11/2010http://www.shepherdstrust.org/newsletter-2003.html



  

  

  

  

  

Message from the Cardinal 
  

As we approach the date for our annual Shepherds' Trust collection I ask for your help in supporting a fund that is 
enabling eighty-three of our retired and disabled clergy to live with dignity in their retirement; it will benefit all priests 
who are approaching retirement age. The Trust which has been in existence since 1996, requires the financial support 
of all those who have received our clergy's care. 

This year's collection is set for the November 15 and 16 weekend. Your generosity in the past was evident. With your 
continuing support and generosity this year, we will come closer to our goal of ensuring that all of our priests will be 
sufficiently cared for in their retirement years. 

The prayer of St. Francis says, "It is in giving that we receive". With this thought in mind I invite you to take part in this 
year's collection.  

I thank you in advance on behalf of our clergy for your support. 

  

Aloysius Cardinal Ambrozic 
Archbishop of Toronto 

Archdiocesan Office of Retired Priests 
As a follow up to the article "Archdiocesan Office Supports Retired Priests" by Joan Breech that appeared in the Fall 2002 edition of this 

Newsletter I was asked to share with you a few stories from my office that may be of interest. 
 

by Joan Beaulieu 
 
In July 2003 we welcomed five priests into the Shepherds' Trust and to the Golden Years. Two have chosen to live in 
their own home/condo while two others live in a parish rectory and one has decided to live and share his ministry in an 
established retirement residence. Assistance is provided in any move if requested whether it is helping with finding 
accommodation, visits to various retirement facilities in order to make a choice, negotiations and introductions between 
pastor and senior priest to furniture placement and hanging pictures on a wall. Each priest is unique and therefore each 
enjoys a different outlook on life. One may be happy experiencing a "bachelor" life while another may prefer a 
community existence. All are able to choose what suits their needs. Our office is available to ensure these needs are 
met and the Shepherds' Trust offers that piece of mind and security. 

The retired priests' luncheons are held biannually at Villa Columbo in the beautiful bright gallery where white 
tablecloths, sparkling tableware, glass, flowers and the aromas of a scrumptious meal greet the priests as they renew 

acquaintances, share stories and make plans with each other to get together again soon. Our guest speakers are not only informative but 
have a special interest in the retired priests. We have been fortunate to meet in an informal and personal setting our Cardinal, Bishops, 
Chancellors, Comptrollers, Sisters and Directors. The next luncheon will afford us the opportunity of breaking bread with the new Auxiliary 
Bishop of Toronto Most Reverend Daniel Bohan allowing those present to get to know him on a more personal basis. 

I continue to assist those who require home-care, meals, personal or nursing care and advice by putting them in touch with the right 
organization or the right person. Sometimes it is through a little extra care whether it be assistance with a few meals a week, a cleaning 
person, a device installed to help get in and out of bed or a personal care worker coming in several times a week that enables a priest to 
maintain that spirit of independence we all take for granted and cherish so very much.  

Weekly visits to Houses of Providence continue where occasionally I find myself at the daily 4:30 Mass that the priest residents concelebrate 
in their private little chapel on the 4th floor. It is truly a cherished experience that brings ones faith, hope and charity to fruition/fulfilment. 
Witnessing the dynamics of their community life is interesting and their care for one another is inspirational. Sharing stories and daily news 
items and basically just listening to another's life experiences is always a joy and a privilege. Heartbreaking however is witnessing the 
deterioration of a once vibrant, bright, intelligent human being who served his Church and brought joy and comfort to so many during his life 
as a priest. We know not what God has in store.  

Recently while driving to a doctor's appointment yours truly was stopped by the police for speeding! Fortunately Father was not unduly 
exercised about the misdemeanour and arrived at his appointment in good time! Only the week before while enjoying an outing with a priest 
who had just turned 89 the question of tickets had come up and I was proud to say that I had never received one - spoke too soon! And 
speaking of birthdays - I do try and contact each retired priest on his birthday which allows me to catch up on what he is doing, how he is 
spending his special day and let him know he is thought of and this office is available to him at any time. 

Our newsletter Emeritus continues to entertain with wonderful stories and news items enjoyed by all. Communication is key. Whether it is a 
phone call to say hello, to ask a favour, to find out the latest news, to respond to a request or inform each other of something important it is 
always a pleasure speaking and working with the retired priests and is indeed fulfilling and an honour and a privilege.  
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Just a Garden Variety Priest 

by Paul deCourcy 

For Father Marshal Beriault, life has not been easy. It's been full of fears, obstacles and crosses. But each one he considered a gift from 
God, which he not only accepted but embraced.  

"I realized God was preparing me for the priesthood. I was building up a spiritual bank account", he says. 

Father Beriault was born in 1926 in Midland, Ontario, one of five children. When he was five his father died, leaving his mother to raise the 
family during the Depression years. In 1935 the Beriault's moved to Toronto and settled in St. Joseph's parish. Their home on Carlaw 
Avenue was little more than a roof over their heads. "The snow would come in through the cracks in the winter", says Father Beriault. To 
make ends meet, his mother cleaned offices during the week and scrubbed floors on the weekends. 

Father Beriault says school didn't come easy and he didn't feel he was smart enough to attend a regular high school. He attended 
DeLaSalle on Bond Street and later Wellers Business College. He became a stenographer. 

Father's first job was with McNamara Construction, and at age 17, he was sent to Anticosti, Quebec. His next stop was Newfoundland 
("wonderful, generous people"), where he almost married a local girl. "Thank God He didn't inflict me on any woman", says Father. 

In 1944, Father Beriault joined the Canadian army. "I weighed 109 pounds. My equipment was heavier than me." Upon his release, he 
attended the army's rehabilitation school, and it was at this time he began to seriously consider the priesthood. It was something he had 
thought about since the age of seven. The turning point came when he read about the life of St. Teresa and "it became clear what God 
wanted me to do." 

Father Beriault entered Saint Augustine's Seminary in 1947. "The first year was the worst", says Father. "I was not a student and had never 
developed proper study habits". His health presented another problem. He suffered from severe, and often crippling arthritis. At one point it 
was suggested he not return to the seminary. But he persevered, and was ordained in 1954. 

Father's first appointment was to the parish of his birth - St. Margaret's in Midland. He was assistant to Father Ralph Egan, whom he 
describes as a huge influence on his priestly life. "Father Egan taught me to love the poor and to find the stray sheep", says Father Beriault. 
The pastor gave his new assistant a big job: build a Catholic high school. Father Beriault did. It was called St. Teresa's. 

In 1957 Father was transferred to Holy Cross parish in Oshawa. It was here that he achieved, what he considers, a major accomplishment. 
In the summers of 1962 and 1963, Father Beriault, while enrolled in theology courses in Chicago, was introduced to the Cursillo movement, 
which is dedicated to "evangelizing the environment". He was given permission to establish Cursillo in Toronto. It began with a handful of 
members and remains an active force in the Toronto archdiocese. Over 1500 Cursillo members volunteered at World Youth Day activities. In 
1965 Father Beriault was appointed assistant to Father John Markle at St. Leo's in Mimico. Upon Father Markle's death, Father Beriault 
assumed the duties of pastor. 

His next move came in 1979 - St. Jude's on Weston Road. It was a large parish, many of them Italian, and he wanted to serve them 
properly. Father spent three months in Italy in a failed attempt to learn the language. 

Three years later, he was appointed pastor of St. Rose of Lima. He was told 2800 families would be under his spiritual care. However, it 
turned out there were 6000 families! How would he cope? Father realized only God could help him, so he started perpetual adoration in the 
parish which exists to this day. 

In 1996, Father Beriault requested a smaller parish, perhaps something in the country. He was sent to Angus, a parish deeply divided over 
the charismatic movement. When asked how he would heal the rift, he replied "I will love them and they will love me back". Father built a 
new church - Our Lady of Grace. 

In 2001, Father Beriault retired. He teamed up with a former assistant, Father Jim McManamy at St. Joseph's parish. When Father 
McManamy was appointed pastor at Precious Blood, Father Beriault followed. "I like being in a parish. I couldn't live alone in an apartment" 
he says. 

Father is grateful for the Shepherds' Trust and those who contribute to it. "I gladly worked my fingers to the bone for the Church and now the 
diocese is taking care of me. The Shepherds' Trust is another sign of God's love for me. Retirement is my great reward". 

51 Happy Years in the Priesthood 

by Paul deCourcy 

 
Let's see: raised in a Basilian parish and educated by the Basilian Fathers, yet he opted to become a diocesan priest. But Father Charles 
Reeves says his decision was not a difficult one. "I didn't want to teach. I wanted to work in a parish". And that's exactly what he did for 47 
years. 

Father Reeves was born in Toronto in September 1924. He and his two brothers were raised in St. Basil's parish and later St. Clare's. 

Father Reeves attended St. Michael's College School. Between St. Basil's and St. Mike's its not surprising the Basilian Fathers played a 
major role in his spiritual development. Father Rudy Diemar CSB was a major influence on Father Reeves' vocation. "He impressed me with 
his kindness," he says.  

Father Reeves attended St. Augustine's Seminary and was ordained in 1952. His first parish appointment was Blessed Sacrament. In the 
following years, Father Reeves would serve as an assistant at St. James, St. Margaret's, St. John's, Newmarket and St. John's, Toronto. His 
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first appointment as pastor was St. Mary's in Collingwood. Then it was on to St. Mary's in Barrie. Father Reeves returned to Toronto to 
become pastor at Our Lady of Fatima. He retired from St. Gregory's in October, 1999. 

Looking back, Father admits he found the changes introduced by Vatican II difficult to accept at first. He notes there's been a great fall-off in 
church attendance, but he's heartened by the religious fervour among young people, as witnessed by Word Youth Day in Toronto - "as long 
as its sustained," he adds. 

Father Reeves is concerned about today's youth and what is being done to attract them to the Church. He regrets the demise of the Catholic 
Youth Organization. "Young people need something to bring them together in the Church. We're losing contact with our youth". 

Father Reeves has been a priest for 51 years and says every one of them has been a joy. And while he enjoys his retirement he misses the 
companionship of his fellow priests and the day to day life of parish work. He would like to travel, but certain ailments restrict his movement. 

Father Reeves says the Shepherds' Trust means a lot to him. "It shows the people are interested in their retired priests. Without it, I couldn't 
afford to live where I do. I thank all those who support the Shepherds' Trust."

In Memoriam Cards 

"In Memoriam" cards are now available through the Shepherds' Trust office. What better way to remember a loved one than with a 
donation? Tax receipts are available for any donation over $5.00. For more information, please call Marisa Rogucki at 416-934-3400, ext. 
615. 

Laudamus Chorus 

 
On June 7th the Shepherds' Trust was the benefactor of the beautiful music provided by the Laudamus 
Chorus. St. Paul's Basilica resounded majestically with hymns sung in Latin to the enjoyment of all in 
attendance, number 300. 

The proceeds of the evening were directed to the Trust for the needs of the faithful priests who have served us 
tirelessly over the years. 

Special thanks to the Knights of Columbus for their help in providing transportation to the retired clergy who 
were able to join us.

Golf Tournament 

 
Once again the Shepherds' Trust hosted their Annual Golf Tournament held on September 15th at 
Kleinburg Golf and Country Club. In attendance were 210 golfers who enjoyed the camaraderie of the 
serious and not so serious golfers. The competition between the foursomes created an atmosphere of 
enjoyment and much laughter. This event, which is affectionately nicknamed "the second long weekend 
in September" was a success for all who attended and will be remembered throughout the year. Special 
thanks to Bill McDonnell for his dedication to the Trust and to the tournament over the years.  

To be included in next year's tournament, please call Marisa Rogucki at 416-934-3400, ext. 615 to be 
put on the mailing list. A portion of the golf fees are tax receiptable.  

"Fore!" 

The Newsletter is published by: 
The Shepherds' Trust 

Catholic Pastoral Centre, 1155 Yonge Street, Suite 603, Toronto, Ontario  M4T 1W2 
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